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Google Morning Google Land! This is the 9/28 edition of "Spam Update Notes". | shared on
Friday about the update starting to show itself, but this weekend it *really* showed itself.
I'm seeing big drops across a number of sites. And that's across verticals and countries
(which makes sense since spam updates are global updates). | have sites documented that
dropped heavily in the US, UK, France, Italy, Germany, and other countries. And vertical
wise, it's across many verticals... See some screenshots below of the impact.

When digging into the drops, I'm not necessarily seeing anything new from a spam targeting
standpoint (at least yet). | see a lot of “scaled content abuse”, programmatic scaling, more
thin affiliate situations, etc. 5o basically, what | saw with the August spam update. But
again, this update could take two weeks to roll out, so Google might be targeting other
things... just not yet. Stay tuned on that front.

And like | said on Friday, | am seeing a ton of movement in early to mid-September. It sure
looks like that was tied to spam IMO... but that wasn't part of the official spam update. |
shared heavily about 5/4 drops, and some reversed course. But, | am seeing even more
impact across sites and countries based on my research. I'll share more about that as the
update continues.

Also, | couldn't post this update without mentioning "Mt. Al” again. Yep, I'm seeing several
examples of that while analyzing the September spam update. And again, you can use "Mt.
Programmatic” as well. Same deal... Or like | shared in my post about the August spam
update, a combination of Al-generated content and programmatic content. I'm seeing some
of that again too... See final screenshot for the "Mt Al" example.
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AIGEEIXABOES . REEZOFEMARIEING, Google NIV F Y DETEMEIC DLW TERME

Google [ RTINS TARTARULTWSRD 2 DORFIAX M EEFHUE,

Google [F. BFRLIIITARTRBALTWVWERD 2 DORFIXINEEHRULELE,
o DITJHARTERALICKDZ VT OVEFERT DD Google BEDHAYI IR
- BHETCEEMOEV. I—HY—EFE—(CEZ AT YDIER

RFaIXVEEHRE

BRFAXVEOEHATEMRHLUET
BH.CDELFEEEVTVDIRRTIEIARERFIXINIKEH T,
Ul TEHABIF AV FTIVDEEER F A X UMIEDEET,

ITTHANTER AL ICKDAVTVEFERT 37260 Google MREDHIF R
[T THANTER AL [CEZIVTYEFERT 320D Google MEDHAY VR IRFIXVNDOIEREE. BAE. BhEEZE5% 9D (Focus on accuracy, quality, and relevance) |
TOUIVITEROERAEINTNELUT =,

IVIOFR Uil

When creating content for the web, focus on accuracy, quality, and relevance, especially when automatically generating the content. This
includes metadata like <title> elements, meta description elements, structured data, and alternate texts for images, which can appear in
Search results.

i J0Ewus

When creating content for the web, focus on accuracy, quality, and relevance, especially when automatically generating the content.
Keep in mind that generative models don’t retrieve facts, but predict a likely sequence of words based on their training data. Because of
this, generative Al outputs may contain inaccuracies (also known as hallucinations). It is critical to manually factcheck and review all AI-
generated content for accuracy and trustworthiness before publishing. This review also applies to metadata like <title> elements, meta
description elements, structured data, and alternate texts for images, which can appear in Search results.

INSARUTZERIDNBINER S T
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AIECE I ABDTER REZDEFMRIING. Google IV FT Y DEFEIEIC DOV TIERME

Google [F RTINS TARTARULTWSIRD 2 DORFAAMEEHUE,

BAZEICERUE T,

ERETIVEERZRBI DD TEHBL FET—FICE DV E2EEHVVEBEEDHUEFTHTIENTHD_EICEEULTLIET VW, ZDs. £ Al DEAICIE. FIEERE
BWDPBINIVIR—=23V )REFENDHEENHYET . AR T DAIC. Al RERUZIARTOIVTIOVICDWT, ADFTI7IMIVIELE 12170\ BN C(EEMN
EHERITDENFRAIRTY,

HEARIC, LLM (& FEB TP (CED<FRETINICTETTEREZ LR AL TVSIDITTIEHYFEA.

INVIR—=2D3UNBICHEFRESDT, BRTOF TV INNWEAR SFRERULTWET,

A NIVIR=23VEIIFEIT B O Grounding(MRFRDIGZEIF. FEULT RAG)EIFE T TIHRAGRZERANTVSD

ZCCREAZBMIC, RFaXUMEEHRULE LR,

HRATHERMEORL 1—F—EF—[CEXLIVTVYDMER
IBATERLEOR. 1——Z2E—ICEXIDTVYOMERIRFIX VNI BRSSO s avmemsnELz,

[E-E-A-T ERBHAATRS1ICDVT (Get to know E-E-A-T and the quality rater guidelines) [E2Y3VIROESENIMNOY Uz,

Beyond E-E-A-T, the Search Quality Evaluator Guidelines emphasize that one of the most critical factors for assessing page quality is the
quality of the main content, specifically how effectively it allows the page to achieve its purpose and provide a satisfying user
experience.

BAFERTT,

E-E-A-T CMA T REREBFMANRSAUTENR-IREZFMISIATREEEGERD 1 DELT XMVAVTIVVORENERINTVRY BANICIK. €0V T
DYDNR=IDEBLERICENTZTHRBICERL. - —[CHEDODVWFRERHTETTLSHAMFTFMINET,

AAVAVFIYDREICET B TT .
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Google [F RTINS TARTARULTWSIRD 2 DORFAAMEEHUE,

NERHRET ZH T, [Main content(XA2AVFY) IvovavnEAINELE,

Main content

Google Search defines “main content” as any part of the webpage that directly helps the page achieve its purpose. Depending on the

primary intent of the page, the main content directly fulfills the page’s purpose and could include:

+ Primary text and media: The main text, articles, images, audio, or video files on the page.

+ Interactive features: Built-in functionality such as calculators, online tools, games, or search functionality.

+ User-generated contributions: Forum discussions, customer reviews, comments, or user-uploaded media when they directly fulfill the
page’s purpose (for example, when the page is about discussing a particular user question).

+ Tabbed or expanded sections: Information housed behind interactive tabs (such as product specifications, safety notes, or user
reviews).

- Page titles and headings: The visible title and headings throughout a page that summarize its topic and helps users make informed
decisions about visiting.

When reviewing content quality, Search Quality raters are trained to evaluate these fundamental attributes of the main content:

« Effort: The extent to which human work went into creating the content or the systems powering it. For example, writing original
analysis, translating a poem manually, or building a custom interactive map for a game represents high effort. Conversely,
automatically generating pages from feeds or using generative Al to produce large amounts of text without manual oversight or
curation represents little to no effort. Attribution or giving credit to other sources doesn’t replace the need for original effort.

« Originality: The extent to which the content offers unique, original information or perspectives that aren’t already available on other
websites.

- Talent or skill: Whether the content shows the talent, skill, or expertise necessary to provide a satisfying experience for visitors (such
as clear writing, well-produced video, or functional page tools). Keep in mind that not all content requires specialized expertise. For
example, a person sharing their experience about finding a new way to clear their driveway of snow generally doesn’t necessarily
require specialized expertise.

« Accuracy: For informational pages, the content should be factually accurate. For topics that could significantly impact people’s lives
or well-being (YMYL topics), the content must be highly accurate and consistent with established expert consensus.
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Google [F RTINS TARTARULTWSIRD 2 DORFAAMEEHUE,

BHAZEICRUET,

XAAIFIY
Google BETIF. XAV T VI E R—IDEBGERICEREZIIDVITIR—I LDHEPIEBRETRLVTCVET AR—IDERBMICIGU T XA VAT IVIER—IDE
MZBERBEZTEDTHY RDEIBREDNEENET,
FELRTFRAMXATAT7: R—J DA, BE. BE. S5 BB I 71
AT OT1 TR StEY I FUSA Y= T — L BRRERERE  R—T [THHAAEN AL
A—H—EHRIVTIY: J4—FLTOER BELE1— IXVMN I —RPYTO-RUEXTAT7RE . TNORMR—JIDENZBER I ER. AR FENDI—
H—DBRICDVWTEZARTDIEHNBERNDR—IREDZEUET
FTACEEAREIVIVDER: BRAKR. Z2EOFE. I —LE1—RE AUFTIT1 TR TOERITEMINT L\ DR
R=IGARIVERBL: R—JDLEYVIZENL. I —DNEDOR—IZFHBTINEINZEHITDDICKRILID R—IANDBEICRZAZ IV REL
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B AT IOVURENEZZDVRTLDERIC, EOREABDIEENRECPINTVWDIN . FEAR MEDAOZEIE . FEZADFTHRT DI F—LRAITFISREDA
IISOTATIYVTEERTDEIE. BUVWHAERUET . —H. T —RNSR—IZEFHERLEY . ANCLDEBCFIL—I3VRUICER Al ZE>TREDXEEER
LiEWTRTEIF FEAE. BDVEFE2ESFARNMNTION TRV EHRINE T MDIBEBRFEZHZLZVILIVEEMLSUEYULTE RBDFS ANMNRETHDZEICED
VigHbYFEHEA
MEMN: MOITTTHARTITICBONDEDTIFRVL. MBDERCHERE EDEERBTLTVLSD A
FREXLIFZZAFIV: FBEBICHEDVW<ARZRME T DLDICHERFE. AFIL. FFIMNI VT IUVICENTVNED, LEX L ARAXE, BEOEVEIE., EFICHEETHR—
TR IR EREZEUVE T L. IARTOI VT UVICEMRNRAEBNUVELRDITI TEHYERAZEAE BBNEENDEZRETSIHUVWAEZR DI LRREHLETD
e BT UEEMNLRMBIINESY FEA
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Google [ RTINS TARTARULTWSRD 2 DORFIAX M EEFHUE,

IERTEREOSEV., I —2E—(CEZX I VT VOB IRFIXIMIIE TSICEHFMADTULET,

A7 VICETBIE#N. EDLDIC. B 1EEZ S (Ask “Who, How, and Why” about your content) 12223 ITRDESENBINSNE LT,

However, avoid using deceptive authorship information. Fabricating creator profiles (such as by using Al-generated headshots, made-up
names, or false credentials to make content appear as if it was written by human experts) is a form of deception. Any form of deception
makes a page untrustworthy to both users and our automated quality systems, and is a signal of a low-quality page.

EEUV I EREBERREBDS CEEBIITIIETV XX Al TERUZBRSE. REDORF. EBDOREEZE 2T HNEABDEFIRARELZIVTIYTHINDLIICE
RIS REDERETOTA—IVERAB TS EX BRRITRICHRZVET . EDLIBETHEN METANHDE TDR—IFI—H—ICE>TE Google DEENMEFTH

VRATLICEDTHERTERVWEDERY EREBRBR-ITHDIIEERIT VI FTINERYET,

REDBFIRETOEHITHE T E-E-A-T 28> TV T YV ERRT RERBELIE LY IarNEIh DAY TPV ATH >l e Z BV HHULERUE,
RFBRZANAICEERS T FRCFRIRTA T T L. 1,

OO0

2 DDORFIAXVEDEHIL SEO ZZBAEERLTVSACEOTIEEHRUVVARATIESY FE A,
ETNTE FYVELAMTESLHICARARFIXVFEVTRRALEZD TIFGLWDEBNNET,
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