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1. For the first 12 hours, Google stops crawling the site but keeps trying to fetch the robots.txt file.

2. If Google can’t fetch a new version, for the next 30 days Google will use the last good version, while still trying to fetch a new
version. A 503 (service unavailable) error results in fairly frequent retrying. If there’s no cached version available, Google assumes
there’s no crawl restrictions.

3. If the errors are still not fixed after 30 days:

If the site is generally available to Google, Google will behave as if there is no robots.txt file (but still keep checking for a new
version).

If the site has general availability problems, Google will stop crawling the site, while still periodically requesting a robots.txt file.
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